[Serum content of vitamin A binding proteins (prealbumin and retinol binding proteins) in normal and pathological conditions].
Blood PA and RBP content were estimated in 100 normal subjects (50 men and 50 women). Mean values of 28.2 and 3.75 mg/dl were ascertained for PA and RBP, respectively. The molar ratio RBP/PA was calculated as 0.31 +/- 0.05. Serum concentrations of PA and RBP are seen to be sex-dependent (20% higher in males). Hyperthyroid subjects exhibit a decrease in the two vitamin A-binding proteins whereas no modification could be revealed for hypothyroid states. In patients on maintenance hemodialysis mean serum PA and RBP concentrations were remarkably higher than normal, whereas liver cirrhotic subjects showed a highly significant depression of mean serum RBP and PA values.